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PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

standard samples are kept for reference, it is easy to
lay the new top side by side with the standard and
ascertain by comparison if the one offered for sale is
good enough for the buyer's purpose. Ability to judge
of the quality quickly and with accuracy naturally
requires much experience, but when the experience is
once acquired the process is one of extreme simplicity.
But to judge accurately of the average length of a top
requires much more time and care.

As a matter of fact, the length of the longest hairs
is of very little moment.    It is the average and pro-

portionate length of all the fibres in the sliver which is
of importance to the spinner; and unless he is in a
position to judge of these things, he can never be certain
as to how the top will spin. The simplest way of
judging is to break a sliver carefully, and holding one
end of it in the left hand, with about 4 inches project-
ing, take firm hold of the extreme tip with the right
finger and thumb and draw away a bunch of fibres.
If this is carefully done the bunch will contain fibres
of all the different lengths composing the sliver, and
if the two ends of this bunch are now twisted in opposite
directions, it will assume a shape varying according to
the proportion of long and short wool it contains.